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interpolations—my only bufinefs is to relate what I faw in
r

the courfe of this embafly, in every part of which I had
the honour to attend Lord Macartney, who*was appointed

to be the representative of his Britannic Majefty at the

Court of Pekin.

The difadvantages which opprefs the trade of Euro-

pean countries with China are well known, and to remove
them in behalf of our own, was an objeft well worthy

the attentive wifdom of our government. It was not,

however, a mere fpeculative project as a Sufficient inti-

mation had been made to the Court of London, that an

AmbafTador from thence would be gracioufly received by
the Emperor of China: minillers, therefore, a&ed with a
ftri£fc political attention to the commercial interefts of

this country, by preparing an embaffy, fuited to the
F

"*

dignity of the Court of Great Britain, and fitted out in a

manner to attract the attention of the Chinefe people, as

well as to command the refpe£t, and fecure the regard of

the Court of Pekin.
i

The Honourable Colonel Cathcart was, accordingly, in-

vefted, in the year 1788, with the important character of

minifter from this country to the Empire of China; a man
whofe fuperior talents, amiable manners, ihrewd fagacity

and adive perfeverance qualified him, in a pre-eminent de-

gree, to forward the important objefts of his miflion : but

the
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^the wemature death of that able, excellent, andaccomr

pliihed man, which happened pa his voyage, thwarted the

progrefs of the ernbafly he was appointed to condu&;

and as no perfon had been named in the King's com-

miflion, to fucceed to his diplomatic office, if he fhould

not reach the place of his deftination, that embafly died

with him ; and may be. faid to have been buried on the

diftant fhore where his afhes repofe.

The wife attentions of government were not, however^

to be turned alide from fuch an important, national object

as a commercial alliance between the Courts of London
and Pekin : the character of Ambafladpr to China was

accordingly revived, with additional fplendor, in the perr

fon of Earl Macartney ; and an embafly was re-appqinted

in fuch a manner as became the empire it was to repre*

fent and the empire before which it was to appear.

It is impoflible to fpeak in higher terms of the anxious

care and liberal attention of government to this diplomatic

million than it deferves. The fuperioc talents which
4

direft the board of controul, and the commercial Ipirit

which animates the direction of the Eaft India Company,
combined to form thofe arrangements which certainly

deferved fuccefs, if they did not obtain it. No narrow,

or fordid views, mingled with the preparations of it:

the means of exterior figure, and the allurements of

nationali
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manufa&ures that are imported into this country, to de-

corate the apartments of elegant opulence : but my pria-

cipal objeQ: is to give a ftrong and accurate out-rline of the
-r I H w f.

picture ; and I would rather be accufed of the dulnefs

and tautology of truth, than rifque a fulpicion that ,1 had

facrificed to a creative imagination. Indeed, in a jour-

ney, or a voyage, or by whatever name it may be dif-

tinguifhed, of upwards of two thoufand miles, fome re-

petition mult be expeffced and forgiven, not only from a

iimilitude of obje&s, but from the impoflibility of dif-

playing, by literal defcription, thofe differences between

them, which, though evident to the eye, cannot be trans-

ferred to the page. Cities, towns and villages, mountains

and rocks, rivers, canals and lakes, &c. &c. will often-
*

times admit of nothing more than general denominations.

The regularity, alfo, with which the Britifti embafly was

conducted in its progrefs through China, will give an

occafional uniformity to the narration, that may fome-

times check the intereft which, I truft, it will . be gene-

rally found to excite : but I beg leave to aflure the reader

that, if unfortunately he mould not be always amufed by
this work, he will never be intentionally deceived ; and

the merit of faithful reprefentation is all I have to claim,,

and all I wifh to receive.

* f

I have preceded the hiftory of the journey through

China with an account of the voyage to it; and have

confequently mentioned places which have already been

b defcribed
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defcribed by others, and are to be found in the volumes
of modern geography ; but I was advifed by thofe, on
whofe judgment I could very much rely, to give this

introductory part of it, according to my own know-
ledge, and from the refult of my own obferva-

tion.
m

#

I have alfo added the journal of the Lion and the

Hindoftan from Chufah to Canton, as it contains much
curious and ufeful information relative to the navigation

of a long range of the coafts of China not generally-

known, and may be, therefore, important to the future

voyager of the feas that wafh them. The river of Can-

ton is fo well known, that I have compreffed my account

of it into a very fmall compafs. The homeward-bound
voyage, alfo, which was accompanied with no circum-

ftance worthy of particular attention, is contained in a

few pages. To thefe I have added a fhort gloflary o£

fuch Chinefe words and expreffions, as I had myfelf ac-

quired, and no more.

As to the names of cities, villages, &c. I have given

the orthography according to their founds, and as I was
inftructed by thofe natives, whofe knowledge of the

Englilh language was fufficient to affift me.
P
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J

*



* 1
J.

I fhall offer no apology to my country for publiming

the journal of a voyage, which had excited fuch uni-

verfal attention. If this volume contains a faithful nar-

rative of the public tranfactions of the late embafly to

China, with fuch an account of the country and its inha-

bitants, as the circumftances of it, and mode of travel-

ling through it, would allow ; an apology muft be confi-

dered as infulting the public, to whom the work is pre-

fented : and, if it mould be found to contain nothing

that can intereft or amufe the public, the book itfelf

will be an infult, and beyond the reach of apology.

But I indulge myfelf in better expectations ; nor am
I without a flattering hope, that this volume contains

information which will gratify reafonable curiofity, and
enlarge the knowledge of a country fo little known to

the other nations of the globe.

JVeJlminfler, Marfbam-Jlreet

,

April z, i 795.
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-Lijl of the Officers on Boardhis Mdjejiy*$ Ship Lion.

M.Atkins, 3d. dittos

Mr. Cox, 4th. ditto died at Chufan j

Mr. Ommaney, adting Lieutenant

;

Mr. Jackfon, Matter of the Lion ;

Mr. Saunders, Mafter's-mate ;

Mr. Tippett, ditto;

Mr. Simes, ditto (difmifled from the fhip at Batavia) ;

Mr. Lowe, ditto j

Mr. Roper, ditto;

Mr. Warren, ditto (fon of Dr. Warren, Phyfician to his Majefty,

and the Prince of Wales), promoted to be acting Lieutenant

;

Mr. Kent

;

Mr. Chapman, (appointed Gunner, vice Corke, deceafed).

Midjhipmen*

Right Hon. Lord Mark Kerr, (fon of the Marquis Lothian), pro-

moted to be adiing Lieutenant';

Hon. Wm. Stuart, (fon of the Earl Bute) ;

Mr. Bromcly,

Mr. Swinbourne,

Mr. Kelly,

Mr. Dilkes,

Mr. Trollope,
w

Mr. Heywood,
Mr. Hickey,

Mr. Thompfon,
Mr. Waller, (died at Wampoa) ;

Mr. Beaumont, (returned home from Angara Point, for the

recovery of his health) ;

Mr. Snipe,

Mr. Wools,

Mr. Montague,

Mr. Chambers,

Mr. Scott,

Mr. Bridgeman,

Mr.



ZM oflbs Officers on Board bisMaje/l?s$hi$ Uon

Mr. Perkins,

Mr. Sarradine.

Mr- Tothill, Purfer, (died at Cochin.China)

Mr. Weft, Captain's Clerk j

Mr. Nutt, Surgeon;

Mr. Anderfon, Chief-mate j

Mr. Cooper, ad. ditto ;

Mr. Thomas, 3d. ditto ;

Mr. Humphries. Schoolmafter,
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A leak was repaired that had Iprung in the fide of the Lion.

Wcdncfday,
Sunday 30. maje janc| at an earljr hour of this morning ; and at eight

oaobeno. faw the Deferter's Ifland jit. thfe .diftarice of about four leagues; and
the ifland of Porto Santo at the diftance of about three leagues. Thefe

iflands are fubjedt to the crown of Portugal, and form a part of thfc

Madeiras: the Jatter of them" is chiefly appropriated as a place of

exile for thofe who commit any petty depredations on the ifland of
jT _

Madeira. It is abtfut fiftefen miles in circumference, and very moun-
tainous : it contains no harbours ; but has a large bay wherein fhips

may be tolerably fecure, except when the wind blows from the fouth-

weft ; and is frequented bylndiarnen outward and homeward bound.

The ifland produces corn, but in no great quantity; it has alfo paf-

turage for cattle ; and its thickets furnifh fhelterfor wild boars. The
inhabitants, who are few in number, are fubjedl to the government

of Madeira. The Defart, or Defcrter's Ifland, is an inconiiderable

barren rock, and ferves alfo as a prifon for criminals, who are there

obliged to pay the penance of their offences by various kinds of labour.

Thnrfday t:

*

Wc arrived in Funchal Bay, in the ifland of Madeira, and anchored

in forty-four fathom water ; the town of Funchal being to the

N. N. E. about a mile.

Friday ti After breakfaft, Lieutenant Campbell was fent on flaore to the

governor of the Madeiras, to notify the arrival of Lord Macartney ;

and, on the return of that officer, the Lion faluted the garrifon with

thirteen guns, which was immediately returned. The Britilh Conful

then came on board, attended by feveral Englifh gentlemen, among
whom were the moft refpedtable merchants of the place, to pay their

refpedts to the Ambaflador, and to invite him afliore.

His Lordfhip having accepted of the invitation, the fhip's company

were ordered to get thcmfclvcs clean dreffed in white jackets and

trowfers as preparatory for manning the yards : and, as I publifh

this Narrative, not merely for the ufc of feamcn, but for the entertain-

ment,
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*792 - a mile from the fliore, mid in water of near forty fathom, fo tfurtr

oftobcr. there can be no communication with the land but by means of boats*

The landing-place of ther iiland is to the north-weft of the Loo rockr
and from the depth of the fea, which, at the water's edge, is fifteen

fathom, the violence of the furf and the rocky fhore r is extremely

dangerous* Steps are formed in the rock to afcend to the top of it,

Which communicate with the road to Funchal, the principal town o€
the ifland.

This road is very rough and narrow, being no more than four feet

and an half in breadth, with a low wall on either fide. It firft leads

to an high afcent, on each fide of which are a few unenviable dwel-

lings of the lower clafs of inhabitants. On the fucceeding declivity is*

a fmall church, in the front of which there is an altar and a crofs*

which is fuppofcd to poflefs fome healing powers of peculiar efficacy,

as we faw feveral poor wretches affli&ed with various di&afes, lying;

naked there, and expofing their bodies covered with fores and blotches.

The church has fo little the appearance of any thing like a place dedi-

cated to the worfhip of God* that, till I perceived the crofs^ which
was its diftinguifhing decoration, it appeared tome to be a barn of
flahle ; at the fame time 1 was informed, that the infide of it was very

properly fitted up and furnifhed for the facred purpofe to which it was
dedicated. Its fituation is beautiful-beyond defcription : it ftands in,

a Very elevated pofition, commands a very grand and exten five view

of the fca, with Porto Santo and the Deferter*s Ifland y overlooking, at

the fame time, the charming vineyards in its own immediate vicinity^

Many delightful gardens arc feen on cither fide of the road, abounding

in delicious fruits; and, on the northern fide of it, the vineyards

ftietchaway to the extremity of the rock, which pofieffes a perpendi-

cular height of feveral hundred feet above the fea.
^ * 1 ***** -

About half a mile beyond the church is the entrance to the town of
Ftmchal, through a gate, from whence a mean, dirty, narrow ftreet

leads to a public walk difpofcd in the form of a garden, which has &
* principal
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principal alley or avenue in the center, with orange and other *rees

either fide of iti and lamp
terminated bv the cathedral i

between them: the whole is oSSSr
larce Gothic building which

is fitted up in a very fuitable manner for ihe jmrpofes of that, religion

to which it is confecrated.

I went after breakfaft to the houfe ofthe Britifh Conful, which is in Monday xj.

the neighbourhood ofthe cathedral ; and faw Lord Macartney, attended

by his whole fuite, among whom was the Hon. Mn Weft, brother

to the Earl of De Lawarr, drefled in the uniform of the embafly,

walk in proccffion to vifit the Governor of the ifland ; who received the

AmbafTador with every mark of attention and refpedt, and requefted

his company to dinner on the, fucceeding day* His Lordfhip then

returned to the Conful's in the fame order and formality* ,

+

, As in the afternoon of this day I completed my view of this place,

I fhall here finifh my account of it*

Madeira is extremely mountainous, and prefects a moft beautiful

object from the bay. It lies between thirty-two and thirty-three de-

grees of north latitude, and between eighteen and nineteen degrees of

weft longitude from London. Its length is feventy-five miles, and its

breadth thirty. In the center of the fouthern fide of the ifland. at a
_ m

frnall diftance from the fea, and on the firft rife of an amphitheatre

of hills, is the town of Funchal : its population is very confi-

derable, and it contains feveral churches* ds well as monasteries,

of both fexes, of the different orders of the church of Rome: the
houfes are built of ftone, and the greater part of them aj?e

t
coyened

with white plafter, and generally roofed with tiles: the ftre^ts are
very narrow, HI paved, and dirty, having &o foot-path fop p?tffenger$*

with all the inconvenience anting from unequal ground and coritinual

declivity. Except the refidence of the Governor, and of $he BrU
tifh Conful, and the houfes of fbme principal merchants, glafs is an
article of very rare ufe : the houfes are m general about three ftorics

high* with lattice windows, and balconies irt the front, where the
female inhabitants are continually feen to amufie themfcives in obfcrv-

mg



t79*- ing what happens in the flxeets, or converfing with thofe v?ho are

October, paffing along. There are neither courts, fquares, or principal ftrects

in this town % the whole place compofing a fcene of architectural

deformity. The cuftom-houfe, which is on the fea fide, is furrounded

by a rampart mounted with cannon, and contains barracks for foldiers.

The town is about three miles in length, and one in breadth- Its

inhabitants confift of Portugucfe, mulattoes, negroes, and a few Eng-
lifti, who refide there for the purpofes of commerce. The wine of

this ifland, fo well known for its cordial and peculiar qualities, is the

great objc<£t of its trade, and the principal fource of its riches. The
drefs of the poorer fort of people is a kind of cap, made of cloth,

which they wear inftead of an hat, a fliort jacket, and clumfy

troufcrs, with a kind of boots ot coarfe undreffed leather ; though

many of the lower clafs . are feen almoft naked, and manifeft no

common appearance of diftrefs and mifery. The religion is catholic,

and the clergy poflefs the fame power as in the mother country. The
natives are of .a very courteous difpofition, and treat Jftrangers with

all the pundtilio of refped: and politenefs.

No carriages are kept in this ifland, but by the Governor and the

Britifh Conful : the fubftitute for them, among the higher order of

the inhabitants, is a very fine filk net, of various colours, capable of

containing a perfon to fit in it : it is borne by two men, by means

of a long pole run through the four corners, which draws the

net clofe on each fide like a purfe; a filk curtain is then thrown over

the pole, that entirely obfeurcs the perfon who fits in this curious

vehicle, which is the elegant mode of conveyance in vifits of cere-

mony, and to the occafional entertainments of the place. Thefc,

however, arc always in private houfes, as there are no theatres, or

any places of public entertainment, except the public garden, where

there are frequent exhibitions of the moft brilliant fire-works.

There are very few horfes in this ifland; mules and oxen being

principally employed both for draught and burden: nor is it eafy to

4 conceive
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conceive the fagacity and agility of thefe animals in adapting their

powers to the inequalities of this very mountainous country. Q£oben

The military eftabliftiment of the Madeiras is very limited, and

does notconflft ofmore than three hundred men. The native militia,

however, are numerous, but they are never embodied, except in time

©f danger and alarm. Thefe foldiers are moft wretchedly clothed;

the regimental confifting of a very coarfe blue jacket, with a veft and

breeches of the fame colour ; the whole bound with a coarfe yellow

worfted lace, and enlivened with red facing. They wear on their

heads a kind of leathern helmet ; but the artillery foldiers are dif-

tinguifhed by hats: their arms and accoutrements are of the worfl:

kind, and kept in the worfl: order: in fhort, fuchwas their appearance,

that when fome of our matrofTcs and light horfemen were! permitted

to go on fliore, the inhabitants, from the fuperiority of their appear-

ance, could not be perfuaded but that they were all officers in the

Britifh fervice.

The town is defended towards the fea, from eafl: to weft, by a

ftrong wall, mounted with cannon, and a fort at either end . The
climate of Madeira is well known for its falubrious influence, as,

excepting the month of January, when there are frequent rains,

accompanied with violent thunder, it fcldom undergoes any change of

feafon. Thofe who have money may purchale here, as in other places,

all the luxuries of life; hut they in general bear a very extravagant

price, though the firft people live in a flile of great plenty and elegance.

Even the wine, which, as it is the produce of the fpot, might
naturally bv* fuppofed to be purchafed at a reafonable rate, could
not be obtained by us for lefs than four (hillings a bottle. This
ifland, however, notwithftanding its mountainous flate, muft be
confidered, altogether, as a very fertile colony; and, as a pid:urefquc

ohjedt:, nothing can exceed the romantic and beautiful views it con-
tains, and the delightful fpots that are covered with gardens and vine-

yards.

Lord
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I^rd Ma<*rtney, with the principal people of the ifland, were very
ndfomely entertained by the Britifh Conful, at dinner ; and, in the

Mr, Scot, an Engli(h merchant, gave a ball and fupper, in

honour oi his Lcrdfhip, *tiuch Wanted nothing, in point of elegant

hofpital that our country can afford. The Englifh

partook ofthe attention paid to their Lord , and were entertained with
the grcateli plenty, and« the moil agreeable manner, beneath the fame
roof. -

Wcdnef- We, this morning, paid a vifit to a convent of ladies, about three

miles to the eaft of FunchaL It is a very handfome building, iituated

near the fnmmk ofan hill, and in the midffc of vineyards, commanding
a moil beautiful, various, and cxtenfive profped: ; comprehending
the adjacent country covered with gardens, the town of Funchal, and

Here the nuns are permitted to con-an ex

and other articles

hey compliment

manufacture among
fcvcral very pretty women; who, as far as I could judge by their

manners, fecmed to regret the lofs of thai fociety for which they

were formed, and to iigh after a communication with the world,

which they were qualified to adorn*

Having taken a particular view of this charming fpot, we pro-

ceeded to the country refidence of the Governor, where Lord Ma-
cartney .and his fuite had been invited to dinner. This entertain-

ment confi/ked of three very fplendid courfes of fifty diihes ; and at

a certain part of it. Lord Macartney propofed to drink the health of

the King and the Royal Family of England ; which, being notified

by a fignal, the Lion, at that inftant, fired a royal falutc of twenty-one

guns ; and was immediately anfwered by the fame number of guns
from the fort. The Governor then obferved the fame ceremony re-

i'pe^ting the Royal Family of Portugal, which was followed by the

iame faiutes from the Fortuguefe battery and Englifh man of war. A
very line difplay of fire-works concluded the entertainment, which

was
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diftinguifhed perfons who gave and 179*

received it. O&ober*

We returned on board, where we found feveral friars, whofe Thurfday xS.

curiofity had led them to take a view of the fhip 1 where they were

received with that kindnefs and hofpitality as to call forth the moft

their repeated benedictions.

from them, all they had to give,

The entire forenoon of this day was employed in making prepara-

tions for a breakfaft in the ward-room, to which Lord Macartney

had invited the Governor of the ifland, the Britifh Conful, and the

principal inhabitants. This entertainment confifted of tea, coffee,

and chocolate ; cold meats of all kinds, with fruits, jellies, and variety

of wines : the whole being decorated with ornamental confe&ionary*

About noon Lord Macartney returned on board the Lion, with the

ufual formalities ; and was foon followed by the Governor, with his

attendants, in very elegant barges. The bifliop of Funchal accom-

panied him on the occafion. The Britifh Conful arrived foon after
F *

them. The company then partook of the repaft, during which the

healths of the royal families of England and Portugal were drank

with becoming ceremony ; and, having taken a view of the fhip,

they returned on fhore. In the evening we weighed anchor, and quit-

ted Madeira.

At five in the afternoon we faw the extreme points of Tencriffe; Saturdays,

at midnight we . faw the eafb point of that ifland ; and, early in the

morning, flood in for land.

VVc anchored in twenty-two fathom water in Santa Cruz bay; Sunday 21.

where we found a French frigate, who had called here on her home-
ward bound paflage from the Weft Indies ; but, in confequence of the

revolution in France, fhe was detained till the pleafure of his

Catholic Majefly fhould be known, refpedting the part he intended
to rake with the confederated powers, then at war with the national

C aflembly.
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difadvantages that arife from the proverbial pride and indolence of

their chara<3:er : for, notwithftanding the abundant fertility of this

ifland, which yields the greateft plenty to the fmalleft exertions, the

general appearance of the people moft evidently betray their poverty

and wretchednefs. There is another fort to the weft of Santa Cruz,

on a very elevated point, which appears to be built with great ftrength,

and commands a part of the bay.

The climate of this iiland is warm, and, like that of Madeira,,

not fubjedt to change. During our ftay here, the thermometer flood

in the ihade, from fcventy to eighty degrees, varying a little, on board

the fhip. The Governor refides chiefly at the ifland diftinguifhed by

the name of the Grand Canary, about.twelye or fifteen leagues diftant

from Teneriffe.

Sir George and Mr. Staunton, with the Do<5tors Gillan, Dinwid-

die, and Not, MefTeurs Maxwell, Barrow, and Alexander, together

with Colonel Benfon, having formed a plan to vifit the peak ; they

fet out at eight o'clock in the morning of this day, from the hotel at

Santa Cruz, with every proper aid and provifion to carry the defign

into execution. The thermometer then flood at feventy-feven degrees*

They proceeded on mules, and under the direction of guides hired

for the purpofe, with little or no interruption, till they had ad-

vanced about eight miles up the mountain, when the air became fo

cold, that every one was glad to make fome addition to his cloathing*

at the fame time the thermometer had fallen upwards of twenty degrees.

Here the party added fome very neceflary refreshment to the change

in their drefs, and then proceeded on their journey till they arrived

at the foot of the peak, which was entirely covered with fnow,

fix feet in depth : but difficulties every moment occurred to impede

their progrefs ; Sir George Staunton had been thrown from his mule

at a moment of great danger ; the animal on which Dodlor Gillan

rode, had fallen with him, and it was at length determined, from

the awful appearance of the journey before them, the exhaufted con-

dition of the party, and the late hour of the evening, to pafs the night

C 2 on
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on the mountain. ' A kind of rude pavilion, therefore, was formed by
V
o&ober. a which, being lined with cloaks, and great coats, foon produced*

a comfortable apartment, A fire was then kindled near the tent ; and

after taking an hafty fuppcr, every one laid himfelf down to repofe.

Thuifdayzj. At fix o'clock in the morning, the arduous journey was renewed

;

the thermometer being at that time confiderably below the* freezing

point—which, after infinite fatigue and confiderable hazard, proved

fruitlefs as to its principal objedl ; and about three o'clock in the

afternoon, the different gentlemen of the party, who had taken dif-

ferent ways to afcend the peak, were, at length, happily re-aflembled

at the place where the mules had been ftationed* It- was, however,

neceflary, as the diftance from Santa Cruz was at leaft eleven or

twelve miles, to pafs the night of this day, as we had pafled the pre*

ceding one ; and, on the following morning, the party returned to

Santa Cruz, after a mod fatiguing expedition of two days and two
nights, in which curiofity, at leaft, had received confiderable gratifi^

cation.

The peak of Tencriffe is one of the higheft mountains in the worldi-

and may be feen at the diftance of an hundred miles. It rifes in the

center of the ifland, and takes its afcent from Santa Cruz and Ora-

tavia, another principal town of this ifland, in an oblique direction

for near twenty miles ; being furrounded by a great number of infe^

rior mountains. The lower parts towards Santa Cruz, are covered

with woods and vineyards; its middle is clad in fnow, and the top

difeinbogues flames from' a volcano, which the natives call the Devil's

Cauldron. In travelling to the peak, the beft way is on the fide of

Oratavia, both as to the convenience of afcent, and the confequcnt

diminution of danger. In fome parts of the mountain there are hot,

burning fands; in other places there is fnowj and to that- fucceeds

a ftrong fulphurous vapour. Though the top of the peak, from its

great height, appears to finifh in a point, it contains a flat furface of

at leaft an acre of ground. We experienced three diftindt changes of

climate in the courfc of our journey. In the firft itage of it the air is

1 warm



( *3 )
4

warm, to that fucceeds intenfe cold, which is followed by a volcanic 1792;

heat. The bottom is continual fertility, the middle is fnow and froft, o&oberi

and the top is fmoke and flames ; giving the fucceffive effedts of a

garden, an ice-houfe, and a furnace.

Soon after our return to Santa Cruz, a fignal was given for our

going on board, which was- obeyed with all poffible expedition. On
our return to the fhip, we found feveral young ladies, inhabitants of

the ifland, who, having been educated in England, were naturally

induced to vifit a (hip belonging to a country to which they

apparently owed the fincereft acknowlegementsr They were

received with the greateft politenefs by Lord Macartney % and

the band of mufic was ordered to play during the whole of their

very agreeable vifit.

Friday %S\

The French frigate, which we have already mentioned as detained

here, was, this day, releafed from its embargo, and fet fail from the

ifland.

About eleven o'clock at night the wind blew a very frefti gale, and
the Indoftan drifted, fo faft towards the fhore, that it was thought

prudent to let go her fheet anchor. But this precaution, was not

fufficient to prevent the danger from becoming fo imminent, that

Captain Mackintofli fired a gun for affiftance from the Lion; when
Sir Erafmus Gower immediately ordered off three boats, by .whofe

exertions the Indoftan was difengaged from her unpleafant fituation,

when flie put to fea; after having loft her anchors, from the rubbing

of the cables againft the rocky bottom-

At one in the morning we weighed anchor, and took our leave of Saturday a 7m

Santa Cruz.

w. s. w
Mayo

leagu

November*

.

Friday a;.

Hove too, and hoifted out the launch. At feven, we fpoke to a fliip

from*
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from Top(ham, in Devonfhire, which had been out thirty-two days;

November. At eight in the evening, the town of Saint Jago, a town of the

ifland of that name, bore north, half weft, feven miles ; and, at

three quarters after eleven, we came too in Port Praya bay. The

Saturday 3.

Monday

thermometer at noon ftood at 82 degrees.

After the ufual falutes, feveral boats were employed in watering.

The Seine was alfo hauled, and frefh filh fervcd to the fhip's com-
pany

Macartney went on fliore

v, returned to the Lion.

and, after a

Tuefday 6. This day arrived three French and one American South-fea whale

fifhcrmcn.—A canoe came along-fide the Lion, with grapes, coco,a-

nuts, and other fruits, for fale. This is the only kind of boat ufed in

thefe i(lands, and nothing could exceed, in the exterior appearances of

wetchednefs, the owner of it. The thermometer ftood, this day, on

Ihore, at 90.

Wcdncfday;, Several of the men belonging to the corps of artillery went on Ihore

to wafh and dry their linen ; when they returned extremely fcorched,

and their legs covered with blotches, from flanding in the burning

fands. Having given my linen to be wafhed by a man of Praya,

and having reafon to apprehend, that I might fhare the fate of others,

who had not found the natives of the country perfectly correct in

their returns, I went in queft of my wafherman, and was obliged to

be content, not only with paying an exorbitant price for what he had
done very ill, but with the lofs of feveral articles which he could not

be pcrfuaded to rcftore. 1, however, took this opportunity of view-

ing the town of Praya ; in which there is very little to excite curi-

ofity, or encourage description.

Saint Jago is the largeft of the Cape dc Verd iflands, which lie he*

tween twenty-three and twenty-fix degrees of well longitude, and be-

4 tween



( '5 )
F

twecn fourteen and eighteen north latitude. It is very mountainous,

and has much barren land on it ; neverthelefs, it is the moil fruitful

and beft inhabited of them all—and is the refidence of the Viceroy, or

Governor.
j

^

Praya is fituated on the eaft fide of the ifland, and is built on the

top of a flat hill, about an hundred yards above the furface of the bay %

having a miferable fort on the weftern fide, which, however, fuch as

it is, commands the entrance into it. The only landing place is

oppofite the Governor's houfe, which is fituated in a confiderable

valley, formed by two large mountains. A very rugged and afcend-

ing path, of about a quarter of a mile, and taking an eafterly direc-

tion, leads to an arched gate-way, which forms the entrance to the

town ; a mean and miferable place, confiding of nothing more than one

Wide ilreet, about half a mile in length, formed of low houfes, built of

ftone and mud, and covered with trees; and, except two, reach not

beyond the firft itory. The furniture of fuch as we could look into,

was perfectly iiiited to the exterior appearance ; confifting of nothing

more than planks, which anfwered the double purpofe of feats and
tables, while the beds were as humble as folitary flraw could make
them. There is but one (hop, and one public houfe in the town;
and the former is as deficient in point of commodities, as the other is

incapable of convenient accommodation. The church, and the go-
vernor's houfe partake of the general appearance of the place. The
natives are all negroes, who fpeak the Portuguefe language, with
an intermixture of exiles, banifhed from the Brazils and the

Madeiras for capital offences. There is one convent in the ifland,

and the whole is fubjedt to the fpiritual jurifdid;ion of a Popifh
bifhop.

There appears to be great plenty of goats here, but the fcorch-

mg heat of the climate, and the confequent fcarcity of every kind
of herbage, is not calculated to give them a very thriving appear-

ance.

Praya
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Praya has a good port, and is feldom without fhips ; thofe outward
November, bound to Guinea or the Eaft-Indies, from England, Holland, and

France, frequently touching: here for water and refrefhments.

Sunday 18

December,
Saturday i,

Sunday %

While we were rambling about this miferable place, we heard the

fignal to repair cm board, and, haftening to the fliore, found a boat

waiting to receive us, and a crowd of the naked inhabitants {landing

there with their fruits for fale.—^At noon we left Port Praya.

At eleven o'clock in the forenoon, we found ourfelves under the

Equator, where the burlefque and ridiculous ceremonies frequently-

allowed by the commanding officers of {hips were completely ob-

ferved, by permiffion of Sir Erafmus Gower, to the great entertain-

ment of the {hip's company.

At five o'clock .in the afternoon, we came to anchor in the Rio

Janeiro harbour, in fifteen fathom water. Paffed by this afternoon

into the harbour the Hero of London, a South-fea whaler, from the

South-feas, bound for London. A great many lhips were at this

time at anchor in the river, and, among the reft, was a Portuguefe

Eaft-Indiaman homeward bound % by whom it was intended to have

fent letters to England, by way of Lifbon, had not the arrival of the

Hero afforded a more ready, as well as more fecure conveyance.

The country offers from the river a moft delightful profpe<5t, con-

^ifting of a fine range of hills covered with wood, whofe intervening

vallies are adorned with (lately villas, affording at once a fcene of ele-

gance, richnefs, and beauty.

The cutter was hoifted out, and the firft lieutenant difpatched on
fliore, to acquaint the Viceroy with the arrival of the Ambaffador, and

to demand the falute j but, as that officer was at his country refidence,

the ufuaj formalities were neceffarily fufpended.

Ia
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In the morning of this day, the deputy viceroy came, accompa-

nied with guards and attendants, in elegant barges, to wait on Lord December.

Macartney, to know his intentions, and to acquaint him with the
Monday 3*

regulations to which all foreigners muft fubmit on landing at Rio

Janeiro. But, his Lordfhip having been for fome time afflidted with

the gout, and ftilt remaining very much indifpofed, Sir George

Staunton and Sir Erafmus Gower received the deputy viceroy, who,

after an introductory conference, partook of a cold collation, and

returned on fhore.

The deputy viceroy, with his attendants, paid a fecond vifit to the Tuefday*

{hip, and accompanied the general meffage of congratulation from

the Viceroy to the Ambaffador, on his arrival at the Brazils, with an

invitation to accept of an houfe for his refidencc, during the time he

might find it neceffary to ftay there. This obliging propofition was
accepted by Lord Macartney; and Sir George Staunton went on fhore

to make the neceffary preparations for his reception, as foon as he

fhould be fufficiently recovered to quit the fhip.

The Viceroy's fecretary, attended by feveral gentlemen, came on Tlmrfdayfc

board the Lion to inquire when the Ambaffador would come on ihore;

who was pleafed to appoint the following day at one o'clock, to

make his entrance into the city of Rio Janeiro.

At noon, Sir Erafmus Gower having been on fhore to notify to Fridny 7*

the Viceroy that Lord Macartney was ready to land, he returned to

the Lion in order to conduct him ; and they foon arrived with all the

ceremonials fuited to the occafion. The landing-place, which is im-*

mediately oppofite to the Viceroy's palace, was lined on each fide by a
regiment of horfe, and the Viceroy's body-guards. The Viceroy him-
felf was alio there with his official attendants, and he moft diftin-

guifhed perfons of the city, to receive the Ambaffador, who was con-
ducted along the line, and difHnguifhcd by every military honour.
The ceremony had altogether a very grand appearance, and a

prodigious.
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prodigious crowd of pepple had aflembfed to be- {pe<$tatoi$ of iu

December Th,ey then proceeded to the palace of the Viceroy, and palled through

a large hall lined with foldiers under arms, and enlivened by the

found of martial mnfic, to the flate apartments. Here the com-
pany remained for fome time, when Lord Macartney apd Sir George:

Staunton were condudted to, the Viceroy's Hate coach Sir Erafmus

Gower and Capt. Mackintofh were placed in a, fecond; and the

whole Britifh fuite being accommodated with, carriages, the cavalcade

fet off, cfcorted by a troop of light cavalry, to the houfe appointed for

Lord Macartney's reception, which isabout two miles from the city

the Ambaflador receiving, as he pafledK every honour, due to the high,

charadler with which he was invefted. A captain's guard, appointed,

by the Viceroy, was alfo drawn up in the front of the houfe, who
received the Britifh vilitors with colours flying and mufic playing*,

and every military diftinftion. Thus concluded thexeremony of the

Ambaflador's reception at Rio Janeiro..

Monday to

It would not only be tedious, but altogether. unnecefTary, to men--

tion the common daily occurrences during our flay, at the. Brazils

I fhall, therefore, confine myfelf altogether, to.fuch circuxnftances, . as,

from their novelty and importance may intereft the. mind^.and re-

ward", in fome degree* the attention, of the reader.

Lord Macartney, with his whole fuite,. paid a vifit of ceremony to.

the Viceroy, and was received with every, mark of attention and re-

fpeft. The gentlemen who attended on the occafion, afterwards

dined with his Lordfhip ; and, in the evening, viftted the public

garden of the place: this garden is about half a mile in length, a#d

half that fpacc in breadth ; it is furrounded by a ftrong high wall, and

guarded at the entrance by a party of foldiers. The interior difpofitiorv

confifts of large grafs-plots and gravel walks, agreeably £haded with

trees, and perfumed with flowers. In the center is a large bafon of

water, and a great number of lamps are placed between the trees, on

each fide of the walks, for the purpofc of illumination. At one end

3
of
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of the garden is a large building for balls and mtific; but, as the

feafon of amufement at this place was paffed when we were there, December,

we mull be content with giving a description of the fpot, without

fpeaking of the diverfions to which, at certain feafons of the year,

it is applied, as we doubt not, to the recreation of the inhabitants.

m

All poflible preparation was made in the long gallery arid great Tuefday u.

room of Lord Macartney's houfe to receive the Viceroy, who had given
notice of his intention to return the Ambaflador's vifit in the morning
of this day. At ten o'clock, Sir Erafmus Gower, with the officers

4

from the Lion, drefled in their beft uniforms^ as well as Capt.
Mackintofh, with the officers of the Hindoftan, came on fhore to

attend the ceremony.

At eleven, the Viceroy's departure from his palace was announced
by a difcharge of artillery from the garrifon; when the guard, ap-
pointed by the Viceroy to attend the Britifh Ambaflador, immediately
paraded in front of the houfe ; and, in about half an hour, the Viceroy
arrived in grand proceffion, preceded and followed by a fquadron
of horfe, and attended by all the principal officers and perfons of dif-

tindlion in the city. His Excellency was received at the door of the

houfe by Lord Macartney, and conducted to a fofa at the upper end
of the beft apartment. Sir George Staunton then prefented all the
gentlemen attached -to the embafly, according to their refpe&ive rank,
to the Viceroy; who, after partaking of a very elegant repaft prepared
for him and his company, returned in the fame form, and with the
fame ceremonies, as diftinguiflied bis arrival.

The drefs of the Viceroy was fcarlet cloth, very much enriched
with gold, embroidery, and precious floncs ; his attendants wore a
fplendid liver}' of green and gold, and he had fevcral black running
footmen, who were drefled in fancy uniforms, with large turbans on
-their heads, and longfabrcs by their fides,

D t This
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m This morning, at an early hour, Sir George and Mr. Staunton,

^WcTmi?
accompanied by Mr. Barrow and a Portuguefe gentleman , fet off on a

day 12* fhort excurfion into the country. At the fame time, I took an oppor-

tunity of vifiting the place, of which I fhall now proceed to give fuch

a defcription, as my capacity for obfervation will enable me*

This city, which is by fomc called Saint Sebaftian, and by others,

Rio Janeiro, ftands on the weft fide of the harbour of the latter name,
in a low fituation, and almoft furrounded by hills, which, by retard-

ing the circulation of the air, renders the place very unfalutary to

European conftitutions. Its extent is very confiderable, being from
caft to weft about four miles in length, and from north to fouth about

two miles in breadth. The ftreets, for there are no fquares, are very

regular and uniform, interfering each other at right angles : they

arc well paved, abound in-fhops of every kind,, and are compofed of

houfes equally well built, and adapted to the climate. In the center

of the city, and oppofite to the beach, ftands the palace of the Vice-

roy: it is a large, long, and narrow building, without any attraction

from its exterior appearance, bur contains within a fucceflion of

fpacious and noble apartments. It confifts only of two ftories ; the

lower one being appropriated to the dorneftics and menial officers, and
the upper range of building containing the apartments of the Viceroy :

it is built of rough ftone, plaiftcrcd with lime, and covered with pan-

tiles- The Viceroy's chapel is a neat edifice, near the palace, but

detached from it. The ftreets are not only fpacious and convenient,

but remarkable for their clcanlinefs; many of them containing ranges

of fhops and warchoufes that would do credit to the cities of Europe,

There is a cuftom here, which appears to be worthy of imitation in

all places of confiderable trade and commerce, that all perfons of the

fame profeffion occupy the fame ftrect or diftriit ; and a deviation

from this rule is very rarely known in this city. Of the population of

this place, I could not procure any accurate information, but from its

extent, and the general oblervations 1 was enabled to make, it may,
I think, be confidcrcd, without exaggeration, as amounting to two

2 hundred
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hundred thoufand fouls. The people, who are Roman Catholics, are *79*-'

very much attached to the ceremonials of their religion, which they December,

obferve with extreme fuperftition. The churches are very numerous,

and fitted up with oftentatious finery. On the feftivals of their pa^

trons t'hefe edifices are richly adorned, and beautifully illuminated.

Some of them, indeed, during our ftay, were lighted up with fo much

fplendor, as to offer a very ftriking fpedtacle, and to bear the appear-

ance rather of a public rejoicing, than a partial a£t of parochial devo-

tion. Near the middle of the city, and on a commanding eminence,

there is a public obfervatory furnifhed with an aftronomical appa-

ratus.

The inhabitants are very oftentatious in their drefs ; and every rank

of people are in the habit of confidering fwords as effential to their

public appearance; even children are not confidered as exempt from

this ornamental weapon^ The drefs of the ladies bears a near refem-

blance to that of European women, except in the decoration of the

head. Their hair is fmoothed back in the front, and adorned with

artificial flowers, beads, and feathers, fantaftically arranged ; behind,

it falls down in a variety of plaited trefles, intermixed with ribbons of

various colours, each trefs terminating in a rofe made of ribbon. 4

They alfo wear a large mantle of filk, hanging loofely behind in

the form of a train, which is borne by one fervant, while another

holds an umbrella to fhade the face of his miftrefs from the fun.

The females of Brazil are generally of a pale complexion, but' have a*

certain delicacy of feature which renders them very pleafing objedtsj

and the affability of their manners heightens the agreeablenefs of their

pcrfonal attra<5tions.

The trade of this place is very confiderablc, and the fource of great

wealth to the inhabitants, as v/cll as to the mother country. The
various articles which arc exported from hence, are the fame as thofe

prpduced in other parts of the Portuguefe fettlements in Brazil. The
wharfs arc very large and peculiarly commodious j and we were

very
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i79*' very much amufed oft obferving the dexterity -with ^which the flaves

December, loaded and unloaded the barges that Jay along fide them. The rice,

of which great quantities appeared to be exported from this lettlernent,

was all contained in undrefled bullock's hides*

At a fmall diftance from the city, on the weft; -fide of it, is a large

convent, but more iremarkable for ilrength than elegance. It is built

round fcvcral quadrangular courts, paved with large flat ftones, fur-

rounded by piazzas, and kept in a Aate of perfedl cleanlinefs. It is

divided into two parts, each containing a ^great number of apartments,

each part being respectively appropriated to a religious community of

cither fcx.
F

The pcrfons who compofed Lord Macartney's fuite were indulged

with the pcrmiflion to viflt this convent, and the nuns took oppor-

tunities to throw out to them a variety of little elegant toys of their

own fabric. Nor had even their confined and devoted fituation

prevented them from knowing the art of manufacturing another kind

of article, called billets doux9 which they contrived to have conveyed

to fomc of the Englifh vifitors. They even applied to Lord Macart-

ney, by the director of the convent, for the ufe of his band of mulic,

which accordingly performed at feveral morning concerts, within

thefe facrcd walls. There is alfo a very fpacious garden, where the

religious ladies arc allowed to enjoy fuch recreation as they can find in

a place, furrounded with walls of at leaft forty feet in height;

which, as if they did not form a fufficient fecurity, are conftantly

guarded on the outfkle by a party of foldiers.

On the north-weft fide of the town there is a ftupendous aquedudt,

which is an objedt of uncommon curiofity. It is in the form of a

bridge, contains eighty arches, and in fomc parts is, at leaft, one

hundred and fifty foet in height; and is feen, in fome points of view,

with peculiar effedt, rifing gradually above the loftieft buildings of

the city. This immenfe chain of arches ftretches acrofs a valley, and

unites the hills that form it- The objedt for which it was ered:ed is

completely anfwercJ, as it conveys water from perennial fprings, at

the
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tfie diftance; of five miles, into the town,, where, by means of leaden

pipes, it; is eondti&ed to a large and elegant refervoir at the beach, December*

oppofite to the Viceroy's palace. This water is of the beft quality,

and is withaL fo very abundant, as not only to afford an adequate

fiipply for all the wants of the inhabitants, but to furnilh the Ihips

that, came into the harbour with this neceffary element.

The military, eftablifhment at Rio Janeiro is on a very refpediabld

footing. The foldiers are not only well cloathed and difciplined, but .

are allowed to enjoy all the privileges of citizens. It feems to be. a

policy of the Fortuguefe government,, and a very wife one it' is* td'

render the filuation of the foldiery in their American fettlements, not'

only comfortabla in itfelf, and refpedtable in its character; but, in .

fome degree, as I fhould imagine,, the fource of pecuniary , advan^

tage. Thus the loyalty and zeal of the foldiers are happily fecured in,

a fituation fo important from its value, and where vigilance and fidelity

m thofe who . guard it. become more neceflary in proportion to its ^

remotenefs from the mother country. Whether it is that their pay is

groportionably advanced in the fervice of thefe fettlements, or that

they are allowed any, diftind: advantages, I cannot tell, but they cer-

tainly appear, to be in a.ftate of comparative affluence, which no. other /

foldiery that I have ever feen. or heard of can be fuppoled to polfefs. .

The number- of troops in Rio Janeiro, including cavalry and in~-

fantry, amount to twenty thoufand men ; and the militia are, at leafl:, .

double that number. At the fame time the place is admirably for-

tificd,.both by. art and nature. It is fituated about two miles from thfe .

mouth of the. bay, and is defended by, nine flrong; forts, well fupplied^

with artillery, and fufficient garrifons. . There- are alfixtwo fmall '

*>

iflands in the middle of the bay, one at the entrance, galled Santa Cruz*
Eort, and another at a fmall: diftance, which ftill add to the ftrength 1

of the fituation, and the difficulty of attacking it with advantage.

Gcorgi off with a party, on an excurfiom to the' Saturday 15,

Loaf Hill, a very hieh rock fituated on the left fide of the entrance

to the harbour; and at five o'clock in the. afternoon, Lord M
ney
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ney, who was flill very much indifpofed, accompanied by Sir Erafmus

December. Gower, returned, in a private manner, on board the Lion.

Sunday r 6„ AH the baggage being put into carts to be carried to the beach, the

officers who commanded the guard at the houfe where Lord Macart-

ney had refided, ordered a party of foldiers to attend each cart, till the

whole of their cargoes was depofitcd on board the boats which were

in waiting to receive them. While 1 was attending on this duty, I

had an opportunity of feeing the Viceroy return in great ftate from the

church, where he had been to attend fome particular ceremonial of his

religion.

Monday 17. At half paft: ten in the morning we weighed anchor, and worked

down to Santa Cruz Fort, and came too, Toon after, in fifteen fathom

water. The next day we foon ran out of the harbour, and took our

leave ofRio Janeiro,

Nothing now occurred for fome time, in the courfe of the voyage,

which requires particular notice ; nor even that change of weather which
would juftify a circumilantial account of it. The weather was, in ge-

neral, moderate ; light airs, frefh breezes, with occafional hazinefsand

drizly rain, would include every defcription of it during the remainder

of the year It may not, however, be thought altogether improper

in me £0 mention, that, though fo far removed from our friends and

native .clime, with fuch a wafte of water around us, and fo long a track

Tucfday*s- of ocean before us, the fcftival of Chriftmas-day was not forgotten,

and that its focial diitin<ftions were praflifed and enjoyed in the little

world that bore us along.

Monday 3

1

F

About ten in the morning we law the iflatid of Triftan de Cunha.

It is a barren, uninhabited, and almoft inacceflible ifland, iituated in the

heart of the fouthern ocean, in thirty-feven deg. feven min. and thirty

fee. fuuth latitude, and about forty-five d.eg. eafl: longitude. When we
fixft obferved this mountain rifing above the clouds, it appeared to be

as
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as high as the peak of Teneriff. It is a natural place of refort to pro-

digious numbers of wild birds ; while the fufrounding fea is the January

habitation of whales, fea-lions, and other monfters of the deep. Lieu-

tenant Whitman, who was lent on fhore in the cutter, to found for

anchorage, gave a very favourable report of the beach, as well as of a

run of water which iffued from a cliff, and, flowing acrofs the fhore,

difcharged itfelf into the fea.

Mr. Whitman, on this occafion, fhot a fea-lion and an albatrpfsj

the latter of which he brought on board. It meafured nine feet from

the. bill to the extremity of the tail, but weighed xio more than three

pounds and an half.
* *

1

In confequence of this information, Sir Erafmus Oower propofed

to fend a watering party on fhore the nextmorning ; while Sir George

Staunton fuggefted an excurfion thither at the fame time, to fee what

this ifland offered to his obfervation in any branch of natural hiftory :

for this purpofe, a certain number of artillery men were ordered to

be i*v readinefs by three o'clock in the morning, and to be properly

equipped for the expedition againft the amphibious monfters of the

fhore. At midnight, however, a very heavy gale came on, which Tuefday u

caufed the fhip to ftart her anchor, and our fituation became very

alarming; for if the wind, which blew directly on the rock, had not

changed, we muft inevitably have perifhed. 'This unexpected altera-

tion in the weather fruftrated the defigns which had been formed of

obtaining further information relative to this curious place.

The weather continued to be moderate, with light airs, and frefh Sunday %o9
y

breezes, till this day j when there came on an heavy gale of wind,

which occafioned fuch a rolling of the ftiip, as to interfere with thofe

enjoyments which make Teamen forget the inconveniencies of their

fituation.

that

attend it.

E About
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About Four oarlock- in the morning few land, bearing E. N. EL
fuppofed to be ten leagues diftant ; which, in about four hours, war
difcovcrcd to be the ifland of Amfterdam, iituate in the Indian ocean, and

lying in latitude thirty dcg. forty-three min. fouth, and feventy-fevea

deg. twenty min, eaft longitude.. As we approached the ifland, we
could plainly difcover. three menon the fliore ; in cpnfequence ofwhich
the enfign was immediately hoiftcd. We. here faw great numbers of

water fnakes, and a prodigious quantity of fill refemblwg cod, an<L

weighing, in general, about three ta*eight pounds.. At noon the yawl"

washpifted out, and the mafter fent to.found for anchorage. In confer

quence of his information we boy.c. too, and anchored with the beft

bower, in twenty-eight fathom water, on the eaft. fide of the ifland*

The mailer alfo gave an account that there were five men on the

ifland, who had come- from the Ifle d£ France, . for; the. purpofe o£
killing feals, with which this place abounds*

Sir Gcprge and Mr. Staunton, with feveraL other gentlemen^ aa
companied by a party of artillery foldiers, properly < armed ^ went on

fliore, and made great defaultion among the natives of the place:

fuch as feals, penguins, albatroflfes, &c. Great quantittesof fifti were

alfo caught here> arid faked, for the fervice of.the fliip..

On the north-caft end of the ifland,. nearly* appofitc to Avherc th*

Lion lay at anchor, there is a very commodious bafon, about a mile

in diameter, and furrounded by inaccoflible and perpendicular rocks

;

at the entrance of which,; on the north-weft corner, (lands a lofty

infulated rock, which bears the form of a fugar-loaf. This bafon.

might, at a fmall expenfe, be made a place of fafe retreat for. fhips

of any burthen; as it contains, in many parts, thirteen fathom waten,

and poflefles an excellent landing place We here caught great quan-

tities of fifli which rcfcmble our lobftex, bothinihape and fize, but of

a very fuperior flavour. We alfo obferved great numbers of ftiarks

all round the ifland ; which is the more extraordinary, as the lhark is

feldom fecn in thefe latitudes.
0
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landing whom we
have already mentioned ; who, with great civility, conducted us to

an hut at a fmall diftance from the beach. They were natives of

France and America, who , had made a commercial engagement to

come and refide in this ifland for the fpace of eighteen months, in

order to kill feals, whofe Ikins are . fold to very great advantage to fhips

which touch at the ifle of France. At this time they had only been

fix months in their prefent fituation, when, according to their account*

they had already killed eight thoufand feals*

At a fmall diftance from their hut, thefe men had, with much la-

bour, and no fmall hazard, formed a path, by which they contrived

to get over a mountain to kill feals on the other fide of the ifland.

On afcending this path, we came to a fmall fpring, whofe water is

equal to boiling heat ; and fome fifli which we put into it, were as

perfectly drcfled in fix minutes, as if they had been cooked on board

the (hip. It fhould be alfo obferved, that while we were attending to

this procefs, we diftinftly heard-the fame kind of bubbling founds

as proceeds from water boiling in a veflel over the fire. On the top

of the mountain there is a volcano, from whence a fubftance ilTues*

which thefe men reprefented as bearing the appearance, and po0e(Ttng

the qualities, of falt-petrc.

This ifland is about eight miles in length, and fix in breadth ; jn
fome parts it is altogether flat, particularly to the weft, and gradually

rifes to the very high land in the center of it. It is a very barren

fpot, bearing neither tree nor fhrub, and whofe only produce is a kind

of coarfe, tufted grafs, with very thick ftalks. Every thing in tjiis

ifland bears the mark of having undergone the action of fire. The
earth, and even the rocks and ftones, on approaching the volcano,

were fo hot as to fcorch our (kin, to burn our flioes, and bliftcr our
A 1

feet. We were condudted about this defolate place by the five fcaU

hunters; whofe care and kind attentions preferved us, not only from
inconvenience, but danger, wjiich it would have been impoflible f^r

u* to have avoided, if wc had not been fubjc<5t toihcir direction.

The
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The
February, very fteep and

Friday i£

Monday iB

ThurfiLiy*8

rugged; ; and in its afcent, as well as defcent,'' attended

with continual difficulties. In fhort, we had met with fomany obftacles

both in going up and coming down it, that two -fignal guns had been

Lion. with the Hindoftan, were both under

weigh, when we reached the fhore; where, afrer an interval of no

we found a boat that conveyed usalarm

on board. The night being dark, we faw the flames of the volcano

"' — —— w r> —' —— — — — — - 1 r f

each other, which formed a grand and affe&ing fpe&acle.

It may here be proper to remark, that the thermometer, which, orr

board, ftood at fifty-five degrees, rofe on the ifland to feventy-

four; and, towards the top of the mountain, to feventy-feven degrees

and an half : a circutnftance which muft be attributed to the heat of

the volcano.

This morning, at three o'clock, a very laigc meteor, or fire-ball, rofe

from the north-north-weft, and continued in view for fome minutes*

paffing off, without any explofion, to the fouth-fouth-eaft. It threw

a kind of blue light over the fails and decks ; but the illumination

was fo ftrong, that the moft trifling objedt could be diflinguiftied.

At eight o'clock in the morning difcovered the Trial rocks, about a

league to the windward ; the fea beating over them to an immenfe

height. Thefe rocks arc not vifible, as they do not rife above the fur-

face of the water, nor are they much beneath it. They are fituated in

the Indian ocean, in about one hundred and fix degrees of eaft longi-

tude, and twenty-five, or twenty-fix degrees of fouth latitude.

In proceeding up the ftraits of Sunda, we faw the Hindoilan lying

at anchor, near the north ifland. In the afternoon a Dutch prow came

along-fide the Lion, laden with turtle, poultry, and fruit, for fale.

The owner of the prow was a Dutchman j but thofe who rowed it

were Malays, and fome of them females*

At

h
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At three o'clock in the afternoon we came too in Batavia road* in .
*793>\

five fathom water: the careening ifland bearing weft-north-weft. March.

We were faluted by all the Englifti (hips in the road, and one French Wedncfda^
veffeL At fun-rife we faluted the Dutch garrilbn with thirteen guns,

which were returned : at feven we returned the falutes of all the fhips j

and at eight received the members of the Dutch council with the fame

honours. Thofe gentlemen compofed a deputation from the Go-
vernor-General of Batavia, to invite Lord Macartney on fhore, and to

know on what day and hour he would be plcafed to land. His Lordfhip,.

. accordingly, fixed on Friday, the 8th inft. at nine o'clock in the morn-

ing, that being the anniverfary of the birth-day of his Serene Highnefs

the Prince of Orange.

At fix o'clock in the morning, a falute of twenty-one lower-deck Friday

guns v/as fired, in honour of his Serene Highnels : and, at the time ap-

pointed, the AmbafTador, attended by his whole fuite, went on fhore

with the ufual formalities.

In a fhort time after Lord Macartriey had quitted the fhip, a Dutch
officer of diftindtion, with feveral ladies and gentlemen, came on board

the Lion, from Batavia, to take a view of her. They were re-

ceived with all poffible politcnefs by Lieutenant Campbell, and ap-

peared to be much fatisfied with their reception. A very fine young
Englifli lady was one of the party, and enhanced the honour of the

vifit.

In the afternoon I went on fhore in the launch, having charge of

the baggage belonging to the fuite, which was, with fome difficulty,

rowed up the canal, and fafely landed before the door of the royal

Batavian hotel, where the packages were diftributed in the apart-

ments of the gentlemen to whom they refpedtivcly belonged. The
AmbafTador, with Sir George and Mr. Staunton, were received at the

houfe of Mr. Wiggerman, one of the members of the fupreme coui}^

cil

.
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